[Clinical application of FdUrd to meningeal dissemination of malignant tumors].
A clinical trial of intrathecal chemotherapy with FdUrd was performed in sixteen patients with meningeal dissemination of malignant tumors. Twelve of the sixteen patients responded to intrathecal FdUrd chemotherapy (1-5 micrograms/dose) through an Ommaya reservoir placed in the lateral ventricle: complete response, 2; partial response, 10; progressive disease, 4. Only slight nausea was observed in two patients and dull headache in one patient. No other systemic side effects such as myelosuppression or liver dysfunction were observed in any patients. Moreover, no delayed side effects such as marked brain atrophy or leukoencephalopathy developed during the course of this intrathecal chemotherapy despite over thirty consecutive intrathecal administrations. In conclusion, intrathecal FdUrd proved to be safe and effective for the treatment of meningeal dissemination of malignant tumors.